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HIGH SCHOOL FOOTBALL

SUWANEE — This
holds true most every
week against Collins Hill.
Stop Charles Perkins and a !
win will follow. i

But that doesn’t happen
often. : ;

The Georgia Tech com-
mitment is big, fastand -
elusive. He makes the
Eagles’ offense click, :
despite getting a huge '
amount of attention each
Friday from opposing
defenses. The constant
focus didn’t keep Perkins
from rolling up more than .
1,000 yards at the season’s
halfway point, creating
thoughts of a possible
2,000-yard regular season.

That quest tock a big hit -
Friday night. e

Peachtree Ridge shut
down fellow Region 7-
AAAAA unbeaten Collins
Hill and Perkins, picking
up a critical victory. -

“I’m really proud of the
way (the defense) stepped
up and answered the chal-
lenge of trying to stop
Perkins,” Peachtree Ridge

* head coach Bill Ballard
said. “I felt like our guys

VIEWPOINTS

WILL HAMMOCK
SPORTS EDITOR

Ridge
defense
stands
tall vs.
Perkins

*See Hammock, Page 4B

- Hammock

*From Page 1B including a splendid over-  also are impressive, mak-  Lions’ defense, but also
the-shoulder catch in the ing it dangerous to pass the coaching of Ballard,
really answered that chal-  second half. against the Lions. David Roman, Venson

lenge on defense. He’s
tough to stop. He's a real-
ly good back.”

But the Lions have a
very good defense, too.
And a very speedy one.

That helped them limit
Perkins to 45 rushing
yards on 17 carries, while
sacks put Collins Hill’s
team rushing yardage at
32. The Eagles’ star run-
ning back did his best
work on receptions, grab-
bing two for 52 yards,

“Defensively,
(Peachtree Ridge) has
great team speed, that’s a
big asset for them,”
Collins Hill head coach
Billy Wells said. “They do
a tremendous job of bring-
ing pressure. At the same
time, they (bring pressure)
in a safe manner.”

It also helps to have
two Division I corner-
backs in Brad Roby and
Brian Williams. Sterling
Jones and Juan Burnett

But they’re even tougher
against the run. Tanner
Botts, Eric Mitchell, Eric
Odonkor and Twan San-
dridge led the way in shut-
ting that part of the
Eagles’ attack down.

Perkins really didn’t
have an opportunity to do
much, spending much of
his night dodging
Peachtree Ridge defenders

" in the backfield.

That’s a credit to the
speed and talent of the

Elder, Matt Hollis and Bo
Lumpkin. They lead a unit
that accomplished its
main mission, a rare one,
on Friday — stopping
Perkins. :

“It was really just try-
ing to get as many guys to
the ball as you can against
him,” Ballard said.

Will Hammaock can be
reached via e-mail at
will. hammock @ gwin-
nettdailypost.com. His col-
umn appears on Thursdays.
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Mitchell had half a sack to
go with five tackles. Ster-
ling Jones added an inter-
ception.

Roby has made his pres-
ence felt this season on
offense, defense and spe-
cial teams. The senior had
five touchdowns in the last
two games and even
though he didn’t score Fri-
day he still met his quota
of big plays.

Roby had a 60-yard
punt return to set up one of
Stanley’s touchdowns. He
also had two tackles on
defense and a five-yard run
on offense.

“Their defense had a °

good plan on containing
Roby,” Ballard said. “That
allowed us to get the ball
on the edge and pitch it

took an option keeper 52
yards and five plays later
Stanley (30 yards on 11
carries) walked in the end
zone for a 7-0 lead.

“He can run the ball,
there’s no question,” Bal-
lard said of Lombardo.
“He made good decisions
early in the ball game.”

Chris  Caspari - led
Collins Hill’s defense with
10 tackles, four for loss.
Travis Parker had 13 tack-
les, Michael Gederon had
eight and Nick Diemer
added seven.

Mitchell and . San-
dridge’s sack of Taylor
Heinicke forced Collins
Hill to punt. Roby took
Caspari’s punt 60 yards to
the two-yard line. After a
penalty, Stanley scored his
second TD of the quarter
on a seven-yard run to put

Hill head coach Billy
Wells said. “In a big game
there are usually three ot
four plays that set the tone
and when you make three
or four mistakes on top of
that, it puts you in a bad
position.”

Collins Hill put together
its only scoring drive of
the game with a 20-yard
pass to Heinicke to
Perkins. Perkins scored on
a four-yard run to cut the
deficit to 14-7 before the
half. Heinicke was 10 of
20 for 141 yards with an
interception. |

It was the first points the

‘Eagles offense had scored

on the Lions defense in
three years after being
shutout the last two sea-
sons 21-0.

Lombardo connected
with Stanley for a 57-yard

FASSING — Golins Hill: Heinicke 10-
20-1, 141, Peachtree Ridge: Lombar-
do 360, 58.

RECEIVING — Collins Hill: Perkins 2-
52; Jeff Glover 3-31; Josh Cunning-
ham 1-5; Cameron Nolan 2-49; Dustin
Hallmark 1-4. Peachtres Ridge: Stan-
lay 3-58.

pass to the 11. The senior
QB finished off the three-
play drive with a five-yard
score to put the Lions
ahead 21-7 with 1:47 left
in the third quarter.

Lombardo was only 3 of
6 passing for 58 yards, but
all those receptions went
to Stanley. Peachtree
Ridge had 233 yards of
total offense to Collins
Hill’s 173.

“We’ve got a lot of work
to do offensively,” Ballard
said. I feel like we're get-
ting better offensively and
it’s complicated for us to
do, but we’ve got to get a
lot better.” :




