First place on the line for Eagles, Lions
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Billy Wells has Collins Hall
off to 2 60 start for the second
straight season. But the next
four games is whene it gets
tricky for the Eagles.

daimdmgﬂegmn?m
champion Peachtree Ridge
tonight for its bigeest game of
the season. The Eagles and
No. 9 Lions: are two' of the
three unbeatens in region play
and are still in the hunt for the
region fitle.

“T think we've had some

(5-1, 4-0) and finishes with
perennial region power Nor-
cross, The Eagles have not
defeated either team the Tast
o seasons, Colling Hill’s
only two regular season loss-
es last year were o those
teams and they finished with
the final playoff spot in the
region. North Gwinnett is the
only other unbeaten in

play and the Eagles and Bull-
dogs to do not have to play
each other due to the region
schedule,

“We haven't talked about
the region,” said Wells, whois
14-3 i his (wo seasons at
Collins Hill. “This game is
the ‘most imporiant one
because it's the next game.
We hmmtsmg!ﬂdmtw
particular games.”
Peachtree  Ridge head
coach Bill Ballard has singled
out the importance of the
game as the Lions finish the
season with Collins Hill, Nor-
eross and Morth Gwinnett, All
three teams are playoff
squads from last season. Win-
less South Forsyth is on the
schedule for next week.

*This is big for us taking a
step to get in the playoffs.’
said Ballard, who has posted
4 25-8 recond in his three
years at the Suwanee schoal.
“This game preity much
means a playoff spot, so that's
big on the line. We've also got
a goal of winning a region
championship and that's a
step toward the region title.”

Peachtree Ridge has had
Collins Hill's number the last
two seasons with ‘back-to-
back 21-0 victories. A third
shutout tonight will might be
tough for the Lions as they iy
to slow down Charles
Perkins, the county’s leading

Peachtree Flidge"s Nick Lombardo (13) scrambles with the ball as HIII Gl'uak'
Taylor Coleman (44) closes In earlier this season.
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B Coach: Billy Wells
B Record: 60, 4-0 region

B Last week: Beat Duluth 37-0

W When: Today. 7:30 pum.
B Last meeting:
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B Coach: Bill Ballard
B Record: 51, 4-0 region

Peachiree Ridge won 21-0 last year
B Directions to Peachtree Ridpe Hi

and go west. School is roughly tvo mﬁhas ahead on the right

W Series history:

2008; Peachiree Ridge 21, Collins Hill O
2000 Peachiree Ridge 21, Collins Hill O

rusher.

*1 don't know if we can
shit them down again” Bal-
lard said, “Perkins is predty
good. He's a big back, runs
hand and they have a litde
Wildcat formation with him.
He's a tough guy to stop. I
think he has gotten a ol better
from kst year, And that offen-
sive line is a year older”

Peachiree Ridge led 7-0 in
the fourth quarter of last
year's game before two scores
in less than a minute put the
game away. Perkins was held
tix 21 yands rushing on 13 car-

20006 Collins Hill 3, Pegchiree Rid
2005; Peachiree Ridge 28, Colling
2004 Cﬂl.lms!h]l 4I Peachm Ridgeﬂ

ries as the Eagles offense
managed just 109 total yards.

“Bach year iz different”
Wells said. “They are differ-
ent from last vear and so are
we. We've looked at some
things and have made some
adjustments in our game
plan”

Since allowing 51 points to
state. power Lowndes in
Week 2, the Lions defense
has settled down. Peachiree
Ridge has given up seven
points in the fast four games,
which  includes = three
shutouts..

B Last week: Beit Mill Creek 28-0

School: From 1-£5. tike the Old Peachirés Road exit
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rushing with 1,138 yards and
13 wuchdowns. The bulk of
the offense centers around the
back, butl first-year
'!hylm Heinke: has
mlu_amcequmer
: junior has recov-
aslwllchtmm a
fm wmh ago and has

far 749 vands and
fom._'_ )5 this season.,
gol two big tall

wiﬁemmmlhwlu.
!rrg ensive line they can
and the quarter-
backlﬁsamﬁgmdpewng_
motion,” Ballard said. “They
ame well balanced on offense
and Mm:hﬂ’mt for-
mauﬁzwaIdmnandﬂm:-Wm

s as well. Quar-

| terback Nick Lombardo

leads the Lions' ripe option
offense, Peachtree Ridge’s
 Chris Sawdey (377 yards)
vand Brandon Stanley (279
:.rnrtk. 8 TDs) spearhead the
ttimng game, while Lom-
 barto js efficient in the pass-
- ing game. The senior has
o thrown for 679 yards with
* five touchdowns, Roby is
Lombardo’s leading receiver
mt]ﬂB-:ah:lwsfmlﬁt}yards
andThimTDs
do & tremendous job
the option and Roby
a8 dlfﬁcllll o stop,” Wells
said, |
;:‘uqrm RIS defense has
nicely after the loss
‘comitment Zach

¢ of 1
Linebacker Ihmm‘ Bﬁm‘ Dﬂ‘-'l:’-. at. linebacker. The

leads the téan in sackled with |

59 and defensive lindman

[-ncﬁ-ftchellims-ihsaﬂm

county with' Faur .

tions and Brian Withamx has
three.  AJ. MeDonald i
expectad 1o be hack this week
after -being out with a knee
|nJ:|1';.r since the Northview

"['!13:,;- are & very good
tear on defense” Wells said.
‘Itsnoﬂumme.pix_\ferﬂm
stands out™

Ceorgia Tech commitment  ac

PEAGHTHEE RIDGE

HIGH SCHOOL FOOTBALL

71 S

M’tér add:ng SE} pounds
d:euﬁ's&@m defen-
sive Jimmy Bayer
Tas been on a tear this season
.and leads the county with
nine sacks. Chris Caspari
leads the team in fackles with
60 and is tied for third in the
mml:;wilhﬂn'ee infercep-
tions. ' Travis Parker and
11:323 Quinones have 55
each.




