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Dixon’s defense

SUWANEE — VIEWPOINTS
Peachtree Ridge’s last
meaningful possession of WILL HAMMOCK
Friday night’s Region 7- SPORTS EDITOR
AAAAA title matchup
said it all.

With the aid of a per-
sonal foul, the Lions had
moved the ball just inside
| North Gwinnett territory.

Three plays later, they had
been pushed back to their
~own 39-yard line for a
fourth-and-long.
It was that kind of night
for their offense. And that
kind of night for a quick

into Bulldog territory
made a huge difference in
the outcome.

North defense, whose Any time the Bulldogs
ability to keep points off had their backs up against
the scoreboard on repeat-
ed Peachtree Ridge drives
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their own end zone, they
bowed up and led the way
in a 21-7 victory that gave
52-year-old North its first
region championship.

“I'm real proud of us,”
said North’s Will Comp-
ton, who capped the victo-
ry with a last-minute inter-
ception return for a touch-
down. “The defense really
stepped it up tonight, We
tightened it up.”

The defense really
locked down when

Peachtree Ridge threat-
-ened to score.

It started right away as
the game's first possession
ended when North’s Elder
Palacios blocked a field
goal. Later in the first
quarter, a Peachtree Ridge
fourth-and-goal was
snuffed out on a hit in the
backfield by Trey Sims.

In the second quarter,
the Lions drove to
North’s 19 before losing
a fumble. On their next
drive, they went for it on
fourth down at North’s
34, but Sims blew up the
play for another crucial
stop.

Leaving all those
points on the field left
Peachtree Ridge in a 7-0
halftime deficit.

The trend continued in
the third quarter as the
Lions missed a field

goal, then North'made a ;.

decisive stand after
Dubem Nwadiogbu’s

interception gave e
Peachtree Ridge the ball
at North’s 35. The Bull- -
dogs pushed back once
again, forcing a punt.

That momentum gave
North the boost for its
game-winning drive. .

Peachtree Ridge’s
jumbo offensive front
gave North issues on one
scoring drive, but outside
of that the smaller Bull-
dogs held their own. ]
Mostly because of their
tremendous speed, which
prevented the Lions from
having much success on
sweeps. _

Dayvid Park (10 tack-
les), Compton (eight -
tackles, fumble recovery,
interception), Sims
(seven tackles) and Bran-
don McGowen (six tack-
les, fumble recovery) all -
played well, but it was a.
complete effort on
defense.

“These kids, what you
see is what they are, they
play hard,” North defen-
sive coordinator Maurice
Dixon said. “We had a
stretch in the meat of our
season where we had
three to five starters out.
But these kids have
played hard all year.
They’ve been doing this
all year” '
Will Hammock can be




Title

NORTH GWINNETT 21,
PEACHTREE RIDGE 7
Peachtree Ridge 0 0 7 0 — 7
North Gwinnett 0 7 0 14 —21

FIRST QUARTER
MNone

SECOND QUARTER
North Gwinnett: Joe Jones 8 run (Jeff
Hatley kick) 8:01 ~

THIRD QUARTER

Peachtree Ridge: Chris Sawdey 4
pass from Nick Lombardo (Justin
Watts kick) 4:47

FOURTH QUARTER
North Gwinnett: Cordero Dixon 30
E‘IPBS from C.J. Uzomah (Hatley kick)

% “North Gwinnett: Wil Compton 45

interception return (Hatey kick) :11
PTR NG
First downs 15 6
42481 32176

. Rushes-yards
. Comp-At-int 10180 10-17-2
Passing yards 118 126
Penalties-yards 765 8-76

Fumbles-lost 32 o

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS
RUSHING — Peachtree Ridge:
Sawdey 22-109; Lombardo 9-11;
Brandon Sﬁanley 6-15; Steven Atwater
548, North Gwinnett: Joe Jones 17-
ﬁ Raahmil Brartley 8-82; C.J. Uzom-

HASSING Peachtree Hidga Lom-
bardo 10-18-0, 119, North Gwinnett:
‘Uzomah 8-16-2, 96.
RECEIVING — Peachtree Flldqe
4-44; Willie Udofia 3-21" Nasir
Moore 2-39; Brad Raby 1-15. North
Gwinnett: Brantley 3-42; Dixon 4-59;
Justin Dickens 2-20; Jos Jones 1-5.

who had six tackles,
recovered a Chris Sawdey
fumble to set up North’s
first score. Uzomah (10 of
17, 126 yards) connected
with Justin Dickens for a
13-yard pass on third
down and Joe Jones fin-
ished off the 36-yard drive

with an eight-yard touch-

down to go up 7-0. Jones
also rushed for 93 yards.
“That was huge and I
think that’s the one thing
our team has done well

. this year is managk the’

game with a lead,” Sphlre
said.

“I’d like us to havc a lit-
tle more of a killer instinct
and get .a little more
breathing room, but they
are an outstanding football
team.”

Peachtree Ridge had
seven first-half posses-
sions. The first resulted in
a blocked field goal, there
were two lost fumbles,
including one on the 0-for-
3 fourth down attempts, a
punt and the end of the
half.

Not exactly the best way
to stay in a tight ball game.

“We made some mis-
takes,” Peachtree Ridge
head coach Bill Ballard
said. “T felt like we played
pretty good defensively in
the first half. We have to
finish drives and we have
to score.”

Peachtree Ridge line-
backer Tanner Botts (10
tackles) forced a Raahmil
Brantley fumble and Ster-
ling Jones recovered to
start the second half, Nick
Lombardo connected with
Sawdey for a 30-yard pass
and then Lombardo hit
Sawdey for a four-yard
touchdown to tie the game
7-7 in the third quarter.
Sawdey also rushed for
109 yards.

Uzomah was picked off
by Brian Williams (seven
tackles) at ‘midfield, but
the Lions had to settle for a
46-yard field goal by

Justin' Watts that was no
good. .

Uzomah was intercept-
ed again on North’s next
series by Dubem Nwadio-
gbu as the quarterback was
being pressured. The Bull-
dogs defense came up with
another big stop and North
responded with a nine-
play, 90-yard scoring
drive.

Peachtree Ridge accept-
ed a holding penalty on
third down, putting the
Bulldogs in third and long.
Uzomah took advantage
with a 30-yard touchdown
pass. to Dixon with 6:39
left in the game to take a
14-7 lead.

“It’s one of those things
we went with the decision
and we have to stick with
it,” Ballard said. “No mat-
ter what we went with we
had our opportunities to
score.” |

Peachtree Ridge got-the
ball back with 40 seconds
left, but Lombardo was
picked off by Compton
and returned it for a touch-
down to seal the win,

“We've known they’ve
been such a good team this
whole time,” North offen-
sive lineman Austin Shep-
herd said. “We knew it
would be a battle.”

David Park led the
North Gwinnett defense
with 10 tackles, while
Compton had eight, Trey
Sims recorded seven stops
and McGowen madc six
tackles.




